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Language-Appropriate Layout

Mirroring Layout

Navigation is placed on the right

Horizontal navigation starts with Home button on the right

Masthead often not mirrored

Use left side for English content, right for Arabic

Make sure HTML elements are mirrored too

Place buttons to the left of their fields, labels to the right

English

Alphabet & Numbers

Impure Abjad 

An abjad writing system is a consonant-only alphabet

Arabic has symbols for  long vowels

28 basic letters

No distinction between UPPER and lower case

Computer Problems

Cursive: most letters are connected

Uses ligatures

Up to four different versions of each letter, depending on placement in word

Justification is important: justification elongates individual symbols

Mixing Arabic and Latin script is very common: Mixed reading order

Two common character sets: ISO-8859-6 and Unicode 

Alphabetic Order

Two different orders:

A. abjad (used for ordered lists)

B. hijai (used for phone books etc) 

Numbers

Mixes Easter Arabic with Western Arabic (Roman) letters.

Arabic German French

ArabicEnglish ArabicEnglish


